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ROAD TRAFFIC AMENDMENT BILL 2005 
Receipt and First Reading 

Bill received from the Assembly; and, on motion by Hon Jon Ford (Minister for Fisheries), read a first time. 

Second Reading 
HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral - Minister for Fisheries) [3.10 pm]:  I move - 

That the bill be now read a second time. 

Western Australia is committed to the introduction of nationally consistent driver licensing requirements.  The 
national driver licensing scheme has been developed in consultation with the states and territories, and in 
accordance with the agreed National Transport Commission process.  The bill continues the reform process 
commenced by the previous government with the Road Traffic Amendment Act 2000, and contributes to the 
reform process by implementing a number of initiatives.  The first is the introduction of the concept of one 
person, one licence.  This will be achieved by providing that a person will not be permitted to hold a Western 
Australian driver’s licence if he already holds a driver’s licence issued in another Australian jurisdiction.  It also 
provides that when a person moves to Western Australia from another jurisdiction, he must surrender his driver’s 
licence prior to being issued with a Western Australian driver’s licence.  Preventing persons from holding 
multiple driver’s licences will stop the practice of people using a different licence when one has been suspended.  
This represents a key step in increasing road safety across Australia by providing for the more effective 
enforcement of driving suspensions.   

The bill will also provide for the recognition of driver’s licence disqualifications across jurisdictions.  It 
introduces a revised and more effective demerit point system, a major component of which is a national 
exchange of demerit points.  This will mean that when Western Australian drivers commit demerit point offences 
in other jurisdictions, those points will attach to their Western Australian licence.  The reverse will apply to 
drivers from other jurisdictions who offend in Western Australia.  Also, a 12-month good behaviour period will 
be implemented as an alternative to a demerit point suspension.  If the good behaviour period is breached, the 
person will receive double the original demerit point suspension period.  Extraordinary drivers’ licences will no 
longer be available to persons on demerit point suspensions or suspensions imposed for the breach of the good 
behaviour period.   
The bill also introduces a three-tier licence suspension structure, which increases suspension periods in line with 
the number of points accrued.  The system will be based on the following incremental structure: 12 to 15 points 
will result in a three-month licence suspension; 16 to 19 points will result in a four-month licence suspension; 
and 20 or more points will result in a five-month licence suspension.  This new approach to dealing with demerit 
point suspensions is aimed at promoting a change in the driving behaviour of persons who consistently commit 
traffic offences.  Good driving is reinforced by the introduction of a 12-month good behaviour period, which is 
conditional on people improving their driving habits, thereby allowing people to maintain their drivers’ licences 
and to not suffer any of the hardship and inconvenience associated with the loss of driving privileges.  The bill 
contains a number of necessary amendments to give effect to these key objectives, and to correct earlier drafting 
inconsistencies and anomalies in the penalty provisions that relate to some drink-driving offences.  The bill 
represents a large step forward in improving road safety by achieving national consistency in driver licensing 
procedures and universal enforcement of road traffic laws, to be dealt with under the demerit point system.  I 
commend the bill to the house.   

Debate adjourned and bill referred to the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review, 
pursuant to standing orders. 
 


